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Dordt College history professors say that most students don't know the potential that history has for deepening their understanding of issues and of their culture.
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All history is not the same
Sally .lengsma

H

OWyou understand history can
change how you live and how you
vote, says Dr. Paul Fessler, the newest
member of the Dordt College history department.
"That's why where you study history is
important;' adds Dr. Hubert Krygsman.
"Students may think that history is merely
factual, but no matter where they go, history
is taught from a particular perspective."
Krygsman, who is Canadian, gives as an
example the fact that in the history courses he
took in school. the underlying theme was the
struggle for power between different socioeconomic classes. Whether students were
aware of it or not, textbooks viewed events
from that perspective.
Fessler says history teaching in the
United States is also largely based on power
struggles, but probably focuses more on the
intersection of race, gender, and culture. But
for the professors in Dordt's history department, history is something different.
"History is the discipline that studies

how humans have used their God-given formative power to shape culture, both obediently and disobediently," says Dr. Keith Sewell,
the third member of the department. He and
his colleagues believe that to study history,
you need to look at how events and actions
reflect the "spirits" that have driven people,
countries, and movements over the years. All
students get exposed to that perspective in
History 100, a required general education
course.
"Studying history alerts students to the
notion of historical development," says
Krygsman. "We can't be exhaustive in one
course, but we try to help students understand
the main outline of development in western
civilization to set the context for other disciplines."
Krygsman says he tries to use specifics
to help students in different majors see what
this means. He'll ask. for example, if anyone
knows when in the development of business
procedures such practices as double entry
bookkeeping, or the privatization of property,
or the establishment of limited liability companies began. "We want students to know that

what they're studying has a history. It's something for which people are responsible to
God;' he says.
"Deepening our historical understanding
gives us a better understanding of the world
in which we live and serve," Sewell adds.
All three professors find that perspective
an exciting way to enter the field and to teach
others about it. It helps them see historical
events and developments as much more than
"facts, names, dates, and dead people."
They also just enjoy history. Sewell says
it may have something to do with his being
an elder son; Krygsman appreciates how it
connects him to the past; Fessler thinks his
interest may stem from the fact that his father
was nearly sixty years old when he was born.
"He would tell me stories that made the early
twentieth century come alive and not seem
that long ago," he says.
Their students, however, generally aren't
so interested in history when they enter college. In fact, many don't hide the fact that
they hate history-which
they see as the dry,
boring memorization of facts, names, and
dates.
continued on page two
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Dr. Paul Fessler loves the challenge of waking students np to the excitement of history.

Studying history affects how we live
Continued from page one
That may be more because of the way the
subject is taught than the subject itself, Fessler
believes. Part of his enjoyment of history
comes in teaching it: to wake students up to its
intrigue, to help them see that people have
been dealing with fascinating but similar issues

and problems for centuries, and to show them
that it affects who they are today and how they
live.
Krygsman begins his class by asking students where they've come from and what
makes it possible for them to be here. "That
immediately makes them become historically
sensitive," he says. Teaching from the point of
view that he and his colleagues do brings students into his office every semester to say
they've never studied history this way before
and, further, they've never enjoyed it so much.
"History is pivotal," says Sewell. "Every
human action has a history. People shape and
form governments, schools, art, families, science, and businesses based on their history."
"People who believe in the sovereignty of
God look at things differently from people who
believe in the sovereignty of man," says
Sewell. For example, much contemporary
democracy is based on the Enlightenment
notion of the sovereignty of man, of people. He
believes that it is important for people to recognize that. He asks his students whether they
believe in the sovereignty of God or the
sovereignty of man, urging them to consider
the serious implications of each belief.
Fessler feels truly blessed to live in a
democracy and enjoy the freedoms we have in
the United States, yet he also points out that
the assumptions upon which western democracy is based-such as the notion that human
reason can solve the world's problems-are
contrary to a Scriptural view.
"So, when an emphasis on excessive
individualism or property rights, for example,
comes forward in our society, we need to constantly re-examine our response as
Christians-not to merely trust what the political parties say or even how the founding
fathers would have responded. This is a vital

realization for Christians being sent out into
the world to do the Lord's will."
Krygsman notes that the Industrial
Revolution, which brought such profound
changes in life through urbanization, new
technology, and dramatic social change, is an outworking of liberal humanistic capitalism.
Knowing these things doesn't give us easy answers
continued on page three

What do you do
with a history major?
Students who major in history sometimes think there's little to do with their
major if they don't teach, but history professors say there's a whole world of careers
open to history majors. Students who wish
to go on to graduate school can choose from
a range of areas in history-such
as environmental, economic, or political
history; studies in law, international
relations, archival science, public administration, urban planning, and more.
But a range of vocations are open to
students who are not interested in graduate
school. Historical associations, libraries,
museums, research institutions, archives,
and philanthropic organizations all hire
people with history training. Media organizations use history graduates for developing
programs. Businesses, banks, insurance
companies, public relations firms, and travel
organizations use history graduates to help
with programming or financial, economic,
or political risk analysis. Government
departments, foreign service divisions,
cultural agencies, intelligence services, and
legislatures also employ history majors.

From the president

_

Making choices for the future

I

People still make
choices as to what is
most important for
themselves and their
children as they grow.

"
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never
seem to have any trouble finding
the parts I want at a fried chicken buffet.
That's because my favorites are, frankly,
the backs, the necks, and the wings.
Now I'm well aware that most people
would scoff at my choice. After all, those are
the pieces that most folks buy for making
chicken stock--or at best for football-watching
appetizers. Surely, no one in their right mind
would actually eat them as an entree unless
you had to, right?
Well, I guess that's the point. When I was
a kid we did have to. On those occasions when
the seven of us were fortunate enough to have
meat with our evening meal, often it would be
a package of the backs and necks that my
mother had coated with flour and given a thorough baking in the oven because, quite
honestly, all she could afford was a pan of
castoff parts that the grocer had packaged for
use as leftover filler in a pot of soup. lleamed
to like them then-and I love them still.
Now, it wasn't that our family was so
poor. My dad had a good steady job. The paychecks came regularly every month. But as a
city family, we didn't have much opportunity
to raise our own food to improve our menus.
Instead, our daily bread had to compete with
all sorts of other priorities on our extremely
limited family budget.
So, in our home at least, once our basic
nutritional needs were met there certainly were
other places that our money would be spent
before adding luxuries like chicken breasts and
thighs to our table. And in our home, the most
important of those other needs was providing
Christian schooling for all five of us kids.
As best I can figure, about a quarter to a
third of my father's income went to pay our

tuition and other educational fees. Within the
modest income of post-war America, after a
tithe to the church, a monthly payment on the
mortgage, and a few other necessities of life,
not much was left. We never went on vacation.
And clearly, we would have to limit what and
how much we ate.
Yet as far as I can recall, this never really
bothered us that much. After all, we too were
learning what was important and what was
most essential for our well-being in the future.
To my father and mother, if it came to choosing between having their children well fed or
well educated, it really wasn't much of a
choice. We could all survive and grow up on
limited rations. But our future life and service
in God's kingdom depended on Christ-centered
education at every step.
Not long before he passed away this summer at the age of 95, my dad asked me how
much tuition costs today at Dordt College. He
couldn't believe the number I quoted, "How
can anybody pay that?" he asked.
I think I mentioned loans. The average
Dordt College student graduates with just over
$16,000 in loans. And while that sounded like
a huge sum to someone who had retired thirty
years ago, I tried to point out to my father that
graduates from state schools such as Iowa State
University carry an average of $23,000 in loans
when they leave school. And even 22-year-olds
who didn't go to college often carry similar
debt loads for things like cars, boats, and
snowmobiles.
But most of all, I told him that people do
it the same way they did fifty years ago when
he was raising us. People still make choices as
to what is most important for themselves and
their children as they grow. And for those who

believe that an education in the light of God's
Word is the foundation for their future service
in God's kingdom, they invest their resources
in obtaining an educational experience that
will accomplish that. For those who are convinced that a Christian learning environment is
the best context in which to be educated and
trained for a lifetime of continued growth and
service, they make the economic decisions
necessary to gain that experience. In short,
people still make decisions about where to
spend their money today (and with loans,
where they will spend it in the future) that
reflect the value Christ-centered education
holds in their lives.
For myself, it's a privilege to see how
people still reflect the same values in their
decisions today that my parents reflected half a
century ago. To see the donors who provided
almost $5 million last year to build the facilities and support the programs that will benefit
those who study at Dordt College. To see the
faculty and staff who spend their days on campus, not because of how much they are paid
but because of how much they can serve. And
to see students and parents who make really
tough economic choices to ensure that the education of the next generation in their family
takes place in the context of biblical insight
and godly community.
That those values continue to live at Dordt
College is a great tribute to people who, like
my father and mother, have passed on to glory
but who gave their substance in that service
while they lived. And although still today I
gladly pick the wings, necks, and backs off the
chicken platter when it's passed, I'm also glad
that most of our students don't have to do so
anymore.
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Scholarships increase for new freshmen
Sally joegsma

ordt College scholarship awards will
increase significantly for next year's
incoming freshmen. Distinguished
scholars, those given the highest academic
awards on campus, will receive $9000 next
year, up from $7500. Other academic scholarships and activity grants will increase from $500
to $2000 per year.
"As the cost of education rises, we want to
help people afford a college education," says
President Carl E. Zylstra. Tuition at Dordt
College this year is $14,700, lower than at many
comparable institutions, but still a significant
investment.
And competition for students is as great as
it has ever been. For Dordt College to be able to
offer the range of programs and services it does,
it needs to maintain a student body of 1350 to
1500 students. Offering scholarships helps
attract those students.
"We need to be able to offer incentives to
students with good academic ability so that they
see Dordt College as an attractive option,"
Zylstra says. He is convinced that Dordt needs
to remain financially competitive with similar
colleges and with state universities. He hopes
the scholarship increases will be especially helpful at a time when state universities are implementing double-digit cost increases.
"We know people are looking at the quality
of our education, what we stand for, and what
our campus culture is like, but we also know
that they look closely at what it costs," says
Zylstra. The increased scholarship dollars plus
the fact that Dordt College has one of the lowest
tuition rates in Iowa makes it competitive.
"We're seeing a significant change in the
admission process," says Quentin Van Essen,
executive director of admissions. Even five
years ago, it was not uncommon to receive
applications from students who had not applied
anywhere else. They knew they wanted to come
to Dordt, often because their parents or church
members had come here. Today that rarely happens. Most students narrow their search by

D

"So much of the cost of education is in salaries that it is hard to significantly cut costs without cutting programs," says President Carl E. Zylstra. That is
SOmething he doesn't want to do. In fact, to offer a quality education new programs may Deed to be added. He is confident that scholarship increases will
help make tuition affordable to most students. Here students gather with Dr. James Schaap for an end-or-semester critique of each other's papers.

applying to two or three schools. Very few come
without visiting campus, and financial aid and
the affirmation a scholarship brings play an
important role in their decision.
Although Dordt College has a loyal constituency, the increasing evangelical identification of many in its historical support base has
changed the way students look for colleges.
Other private and church-related institutions
also are reaching out beyond their traditional
constituencies with intensive and targeted marketing programs and higher scholarship offers.
But Dordt feels strongly that the contribution it
can make to the lives of its students and their
role in society is a significant one. So it is
committed to finding ways to attract good
students who are interested in learning more

History lays a foundation
Continued from page two
about whether they are good or bad, he adds.
The Industrial Revolution had some very positive consequences. It enabled the western world
to feed a growing world population; it enhanced
life; it brought a measure of justice to certain
classes of people.
"But knowing this history drives us to think
about these things in a different way," says
Sewell. "The language used is shaped by our
humanist culture. As Christians we can't afford
to be ignorant of that."
Sewell laments the fact that Christians must
work within organizations and with resources
that originate from or operate out of a spirit that
is not based on God's sovereignly. Political systems are often shaped by people who believe in
the sovereignty of man rather than of God.
Textbooks are written by authors who see history
as power struggle rather than as culture forming
in response to God's call.
Nevertheless, this is the world we live in,
and understanding history can help us not only
know how we've gotten here, but also how to
try to shape our world in ways that we believe
are obedient to God's call, the Dordt College
history professors believe.
"In the Industrial Revolution the ultimate
goal of business became efficiency," says
Fessler. Today, he believes, we need to look at
specific practices and institutions to see what
impact such goals have on people-what effect
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mega-stores have on the people who shop there
and on business people. "How does having efficiency as the prime goal affect our ability to live
stewardly lives before God's face?" he asks.
Being aware of these roots can help us see distortions and possibly better ways to do business
or promote human rights.
Do students sense the difference in this
approach? Some do and some don't, and some
don't right now, say the professors."Some roll
their eyes, thinking we've overstepped our
bounds and gone beyond the discipline of historical fact," says Krygsman. "Others come to a
better recognition that being a Christian business person, teacher, scientist, artist, or anything
else comes with great challenges."
That's why they also believe taking history
at a Christian college is so important. It's not
simply that they are trying to sell their own
courses-although they have valuable insights
to share with their students. But a message
heard in several ways is easier to understand
and remember. Taking courses in a variety of
disciplines that all have the same starting
point and that are driven by the same spirit
helps students see connections across the curriculum and encourages them to act on them in
their own lives.
Krygsman, Sewell, and Fessler will keep
trying to get students enthused about history in
order to help them understand and shape their
world in ways that are God-glorifying.

about how a Reformed worldview can concretely shape the way they live and work as
Christians in this world.
"In economic times like these, income
increases do not always keep pace with cost
of living increases," says Zylstra. He believes
the new scholarships will help bridge the gap.
The top Dordt College awards are comparable
to those offered by institutions of similar size
and mission. In addition to the increased amount
for Distinguished Scholar Awards, National
Merit Finalist Awards rose from $5000 to
$6000. Presidential Scholarships now range
from $3000 to $6000, up from $2500 to $5000;
Honors Scholarships range from $1000 to
$3000, up from $500 to $2000; athletic awards
range from $500 to $6000, up from $500 to
$4000; and music scholarships range from $500
to $4000, up from $500 to $2500. Alumni grants
and institutional grants are also being increased.
Director of Financial Aid Mike Epema says
that in real dollars spent in relation to today's
incomes, the cost of a Dordt education is not
much different than it was twenty years ago,
despite the much higher price tag.
"We know college is expensive, but we're
doing everything we can to help keep it affordable," Epema says. He is particularly happy that
Oordt offers more scholarships to students with
mid-range GPAs than many similar colleges do.
In fact, Epema and Van Essen estimate that twothirds of next year's freshmen will benefit from
the increased amounts available. Epema already
offers students a strong financial aid package
that includes scholarships, loans, and work. But
he is thankful for the increases so that the debt
portion doesn't get unmanageably high.
Zylstra reminds parents and students that
a college education is an investment. "I ask
parents if they think that if their twenty-one
year old child didn't go to college he or she
would be debt free. They smile. Most have or
would consider a significant loan for a car or a
boat or a house. Education is also such an
investment."
Although a few students leave Dordt with
little or no debt, the average student has taken
out loans of about $16,000. The range, says
Epema, runs from zero to $26,000, depending
on what students spend, how much they earn, or
how much their parents contribute. Epema
believes that by increasing scholarship amounts
those numbers will not rise as dramatically.

In real dollars

spent

in relation to today's
incomes, the cost

of a

Dordt education

is not

much different than it
was twe nty years ago,
despite the much
higher price tag,

"
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Dordt College awarded
$2 million grant from
Lilly Endowment Inc.
Jane Ver Steeg

F

T he cornerstone

is

a First-Term seminar
that will help students
develop greater clarity
about the relationship
between their faith
and their vocational
choices.

"

aculty.staff, and students at Dordt
College had reason to give thanks this
fall, with the announcement that the
college will be the recipient of a $2 million
grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. Founded in
1937, the Endowment is an Indianapolisbased private foundation that supports the
causes of religion, community development,
and education.
Oordt College is one of thirty-nine
colleges and universities in the country to
receive such a grant this fall. Dordt's grant
will implement a "Programs in Christian
Vocation" project, the cornerstone of
Dordt College staff met during an intensive five-day workshop in May to brainstorm and help draw up the
proposed $2 million grant that has now officially been approved by Lilly Endowment Inc.
which is a First-Term Seminar that will
help new students develop greater clarity
about the relationship between their faith
"The first is the move from home to colThe grant is part of the third round of the
and their vocational choices, and what it
lege, when students struggle with identity, the
Endowment's initiative called "Programs for
means to be "called" to lives of service.
role of others in their lives, and time managethe Theological Exploration of Vocation."
As part of the process, students will regularly
ment. During this time we hope students take
The Endowment invited the colleges to
pair up with a faculty mentor for discussions
responsibility for and ownership of their own
reflect on their particular strengths, history.
focusing on the relationship between their
faith commitments. The second is choice of
and mission in designing their proposals so
faith and the vocations for which they are
major, when students wrestle with what their
that the programs would "fit" each institution
training.
gifts and skills are and how these may be
well.
"Academic course work is crucial to any- used meaningfully-s-where to find infonna"Colleges that received grants in the earone's college education. However, training,
tion and counsel, and the significance of this
lier rounds are reporting very successful
mentoring, and communal reflection obviousdecision for the rest of their lives. The final
implementation of their plans-their students
Iy are also important to the lives of most stutransition is from college to life after college.
are eager to engage in theological reflection
dents, especially as they consider 'God's will
Students struggle during this time with startas they make choices about their future," said
for my life,'" said Dr. John Kok, dean of the
ing a career, relocating, prioritizing. finding a
Craig Dykstra, Endowment vice-president for
humanities division. Kok said the project is
church home, and settling into marriage. This
religion. He added, "People in these schools
valuable because it addresses tbJ"eesigI.!ifican~rant from Lill Endowment Inc. will
are gsttin~her
with each other to
transitions that occur in college students'
enhance Dordt's capacity to help our students
exchange ideas and tell each other about the
lives.
make these transitions-c-given that their colmost promising aspects of their projects, so
the 'infrastructure' of connections keeps
lege experience provides much of the context
for their decisions regarding vocation."
building."

Briar Cliff University and
Dordt College sign nursing
articulation agreement

Briar Cliff University in Sioux City, Iowa. and Oordt College, in Sioux
Center, Iowa, announced a joint agreement to increase access to baccalaureate
nursing education in Sioux County. Under the terms of the agreement. students
who receive a bachelor of arts in health science from Dordt College, hold an
associate's degree in nursing, and have an active RN license, can complete their
BSN at Briar Cliff by completing only the upper division RN-BSN course
sequence in Briar Cliff's NLNAC (National League for Nursing Accreditation
Commission) accredited BSN curriculum. The nursing course sequence includes
theoretical, clinical, and research courses in nursing. Dordt health science majors
who take advantage of this program should be able to complete this
additional course work in at most one year.
Dr. Ruth Oaakanich Daurner, the chairperson for Briar Cliff's department of
nursing, is enthused by the possibilities that this agreement provides. "We are
excited to be able to offer high-quality baccalaureate nursing education to the
excellent students at Oordt College," said Dr. Oaumer. "This partnership
provides health science students seamless access to the BSN. It also provides an
opportunity for Dordt College and BCU to collaborate on an academic program
that is highly consistent with their missions while responding to the nursing
shortage in our region."

Pamela L. Hulstein, director of health sciences at Dordt College, agrees.
"The BSN cooperative agreement with Briar Cliff University provides another
opportunity for Dordt College students to receive a high quality faith-based
professional degree in the health science field. We are excited about our newest
academic partnership with a sister institution in the Siouxland area."
An articulation agreement has been drawn up to formalize the relationship
between the two schools. A joint signing of the agreement was held on October
22 and the agreement went into effect on November 1.
Briar Cliff University is a Catholic institution with an enrollment of
approximately 1000 students from twenty-seven states. Students are educated in
the Franciscan tradition of excellence in the liberal arts and preparation for professional success in an environment of care and compassion for the community.
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Campus capsules-------Voice students earn honors
the recent competition of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing on
November I and 2, three Dordt College students won awards. Brenda Janssen and Kelly
Hanenburg, students of Deb Vogel, advanced
to the semi-finals; Liz McPherson, a student
of Pam De Haan, advanced to the finals and
took first place in the category of junior
women.

A

t

Biennial rat olympics
showcases psychology
students' trained rats

O

n November 14, Dr. Danny Hitchcock
hosted the Sixth Biennial Dordt College
Rat Olympics which featured the athletic
prowess of eight highly-trained Norwegian
hooded rats. The competition is always a
highlight of the psychology course,
"Learning: Theory and Applications."
Students in the course used techniques of
operant conditioning to train rats to perfonn
athletic events such as the hurdles, long
jump, and high jump. The event was experienced "live" via a video feed into the S-101
lecture hall where about sixty friends and
family members watched as a new world
record was achieved in the high jump this
year by Vader-trained
by Jesse LeSueur and

Chris Schreur-who
successfully jumped
twenty-five inches to get a piece of his
favorite All-Bran cereal!

Dordt and Northwestern
students host art show

S

tudents at Dordt and Northwestern colleges joined forces to present their shared
annual art show, which continues until Jan.
15. This year Dordt College is hosting the
event in the new Campus Center Art Gallery.
A jury of Dordt College students traveled
to Northwestern College to select their
favorite works from that school, while a jury
of Northwestern College students did the
same at Dordt College. Art students also
served as curators for the show and decided
how to display the art.
The artwork encompasses a wide variety
of mediums, including ceramics, computer
art, drawing, mixed media, painting, photography. printmaking, and sculpture. All
exhibits were created at the college attended
by the artist.

Art students display work at
Sioux Falls coffeehouse

A

classes at Dordt College teach maturing artists the techniques they need to

rt

continued on page five
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Art sale features original
work of fifty local artists
Jane

ver

provides hands-on learning for the students,
who have taken responsibility for hanging

Steeg

orthwest Iowans had an opportunity
in December to purchase original

N

paintings,

drawings,

sculptures,

pho-

tographs, and ceramics created by more than
fifty artists affiliated with Dordt College.
The art show and sale was the first of its

kind organized by the Dordt College Art
Department and included work created by
staff, art alumni, and students.
"OUf goal is to serve the larger community," said Susan Van Geest, professor of art.
''The sale is an important link between the
college

and Sioux Center, allowing

us to

share what we are doing in the art department and provide affordable original artwork
for people's homes."
Van Geest said the growth of the art
department in the past several years has
made such a show possible.

The Dordt

College Art Department currently has sixtyfive students majoring in art, as well as sev-

eral art minors and students taking art classes. The show stems from coursework

and

the show, advertising,

and serving customers.

"The art sale benefits the community by
making art more visible, available, and
affordable in Sioux Center," commented Van
Geest, She believes that the presence of original art in homes can enrich people's

lives.

The sale also benefits students, who can
"use their artistic gifts to serve the community and get valuable experience by learning
how to price their art work, how to market it
with integrity, and how to select the kind of
work that has consumer appeal," she added.
In the process, students learn that not all art
is saleable, and that there are difficulties
independent [me artists might encounter.
"At the end of the day, I believe the artists
will find meaning in knowing that their work
is being seen and that they are sharing their
gift of art with the larger community," says
Van Geest, "It is very gratifying when someone purchases your work, choosing to live
day in and day out with a small piece of you
in their home."

Professor Leen Van Beek surprised his Dutch classes on December 5 by putting in an appearance as
Sinterklaas. He was accompanied by Dutch student, Froukje de Jong, who served as Swarte Plet.

continued from page four
create artwork, but as Professor Susan Van
Geest's Advanced Drawing Class recently
discovered, they also prepare artists to display and sell their work. In November, each
student in the class prepared three drawings
to be displayed in the Firehouse coffeehouse in nearby Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
The Firehouse is run by a group of volunteers, many of whom are Dordt College
alums.
"The main purpose of this assignment
was simply to get our artwork out there,"
says Joe Hoksbergen, a sophomore art major.
"It also helped to get us used to the process
of displaying art."
According to Van Geest, displaying art
can be intimidating at first. The Firehouse,
students agree, was the perfect place to test
their wings and get used to showing their art.
Since the coffeehouse acts as an informal
outreach, they are always on the lookout for
good Christian art.
"It's really a place where people can
come if they're feeling lonely," says Jeff Van
Roekel COl), a volunteer worker at the
Firehouse. "People can come to enjoy music
or artwork, or just to talk to someone over a
cup of coffee." He adds that they have a lot
of wall space, and are always looking for
something new to add to the atmosphere of
the coffee shop.
"Our art mainly served aesthetic purposes, by drawing people in," says
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Hoksbergen. "But hopefully it added to
the outreach, too." Students put up artist's
statements along with their work, explaining
the ideas and feelings that are part of their
art.
But the students are the ones who
benefited most from this assignment,
Hoksbergen admits. "If there's anything I
learned from this experience, it's that there
are people out there who will help you by
giving you a place to show your work. It's
very encouraging."

The Sioux Center AU Seasons Center will include a regulation size swimming pool and an NHLsize hockey rink.

All Seasons Center will be ready
for use by next school year

D

ordlCollege students-and especially
hockey players-are eagerly anticipating the completion of the new Sioux
Center All Seasons Center. Located just across
the street from Dordt's Rec Center on the north
side of campus, the All Seasons Center will
contain an NHL-size hockey rink as well as a
lap pool for competitive swimming and both
indoor and outdoor family aquatic pools.
The pools should be completed by next
summer, says Dordt College alum Paul
Clousing, who works for the city of Sioux
Center. By next fall students will have access
to both pools and the ice arena. The facility is
another example of the way Dordt College and
its students benefit from the community cooperation that historically has been an important
part of providing exceptional state-of-the-art
facilities for both the college and city residents.
The cost of building the $9 million facility was
met through a grant from the state, local
fundraising, and capital from the local public
school, although Clousing says they hope to
raise an additional $180,000. The city of Sioux
Center and Dordt College will share operating
expenses.
According to Arlan Nederhoff, vice president for business affairs, the ice arena will be
home to the Dordt College Blades hockey
team. The Blades will have their own locker
room in the Center and be able to play before a
real hometown crowd next year. The grandstands will seat 600 on the south side of the
rink, with the option for an additional 600 seats
on portable bleachers on the north side.
At present, construction is on schedule,
says Clousing. The exterior walls are lip and
the roof is on. Windows are being closed in
with plastic to heat the building enough for
construction.

Night classes address
growing language needs
In response to the growing diversity of Northwest Iowa's population, Dordt College
is offering two night classes second semester intended to help both community people
and Dordt College students bridge the communication gap between English-speaking
residents and those with little or no English-speaking skills.
"Foundations of ESL/EFL Teaching" is a once-a-week evening class to assist classroom teachers or other individuals working with non-native English-speaking persons.
Course participants will benefit by learning the skills of listening, reading, speaking and
writing. The course also addresses current methods and teclmiques for teaching English
as a Second Language and explores the roles of mainstream teachers, ESL teachers, and
administrators.
"Spanish in the Workplace" will help students develop the Spanish language skills
of reading, writing, listening, and speaking for the workplace or in businesses that
involve Spanish-speaking people.

Declaration
by Craig Romkema

The glance
richocheting into thought,
assaying my appearance,
combined with misconceptions
abont people like
us.
I am here beside you
thinking, learning,
dreaming,
while my body,
like some freakish
other self,
carries out ridiculous
contortions,
silly games,
rubbish routines,
which yon see.
And I see
the glance,
disbelief reflected
in yonr eyes
leading to
stress,
further craziness,
isolation.
I am not my body.
1 am not my autism.
I am.
This is full text of the poem
run in the last issue of the
Voice with an article on Dordt
College student Craig
Romkema. We inadvertantly
omitted the last three lines
last time.
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premises, and they welcome people from the
community

as well.

Some weekends they plan to have solo
musicians

playing in the coffee house, and

they expect to cooperate with the Student
Activities

Committee

in arranging bands to

play in the main lounge area of the Campus
Center, located outside the coffeehouse

doors.

The Humble Bean is adjacent to the
Defender Grille in the Campus Center, but the
managers

say that even though there's some

overlap, the two businesses provide different
services and have different goals.
"We're specializing in coffee-good

coffee," De Vries says, adding that already
before it opened many people told him they
hoped the coffeehouse would serve good
strong coffee.
The good coffee they serve is Equal
Exchange,

a gourmet, fair trade coffee that is

purchased directly from democratically-run
fanner cooperatives

on farms that use organic

and sustainable fanning practices. Van Wyk
and De Vries say they are committed to using
Equal Exchange coffee as their way of trying
to make a difference
men.

-.

Recent grads Eric Van Wyk and Laremy De Vries are managers of The Humble Bean coffeehouse. They serve gourmet coffee drinks along with their own
cinnamon rolls, coffee cake, and biscotti,

homemade

as Christian business-

"What we buy affects people's lives,"
says Van Wyk. He and De Vries like the fact
that for a price usually less than that of other
gourmet coffees,

they are assured that the

fanners who grow the beans will get a fair

The Humble Bean opens for business
Sally Jcngsma

-"'"

}
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ordtCollege finally has a late-night

spot to relax, study, or talk over a cup

of coffee. The Humble Bean opened
its doors for business in late November after a
series of construction hold-ups and delays.
Located on the lower level of the new
Campus Center, the coffeehouse serves up
- cappuccinos, espressos, lattes, mochas,
and smoothies as well as a good strong

cup of coffee and some of the things that
go so well with it.

The Humble Bean is run by recent alums
Laremy De Vries and Eric Van Wyk.
"There's something

so good about sitting

with a cup of coffee in a relaxing space," says
Van Wyk. Both he and De Vries say that as

D
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adds nutrients to the soil, and prevents soil
erosion.
"Many people want to feel more connected to where their food comes from," they

say. They also plan to sell bags of coffee and

students they missed having such a place

make brochures about it available.

nearby.
"We were actually thinking about setting
up a coffeehouse off-campus when this

"We see it a bit like the way groups of
students helped change policies on using sty-

opportunity
opportunity

came up," says De-Vrie-s. But the
to open one on campus seemed

like a better option, since they did not have to
corne up with the capital to buy equipment or
rent space. They run the coffee shop as a
business and pay a percentage of their pro-

ordt College students have been
selling Equal Exchange coffee
on campus for the pastfew
years. In supporting fair trade coffee,
the Humble Bean will take on the role
previously filled by SHAMAR, the student environmental club on campus.
Their goal has been to try to help students make a difference by giving them
something concrete they Can do to help
those living in poverty in Latin
America.
Besides the exposure SHA11AR
and the Humble Bean have given fair
trade coffee, students who take Political
Studies 201 are also introduced to it as
an illustration of how North Americans
can directly affect people liviugin
poverty in other parts of the world. In
the introductory political studies
course, students study a specific international political issue each semester.
They studied poverty this past semester.
"Eachyear we do a case study to
make the issue concretersays Dr. Fred
Van Geest, professor of political studies. "We ask why the current situation
has arisen and what has led to such
intense poverty in places like Latin
America." Such questions lead to other

price for their product and will have access to

medical care for their families. They also
appreciate the option of buying shade-grown
coffee that helps preserve wildlife habitats,

questions aboutaccess to resources-and
capital, which leads to International
ceeds to the college to help cover the cost of
Monetary Fund and World Bank.polirunning the facility.
cies. Students leam that many poor cofDe Vries and Van Wyk want The Humble
fee farmers in Latin America are caught
Bean to be, first of all, a warm and comfortin a system over which they have little
able place for students to gather. But they also
control. They are dependent for their
hope that faculty will take advantage of the
livelihood on middlemen and compaopportunity and join students in conversation
nies who pay wildly fluctuating prices
! there. They encourage professors and forums
for the farmer's coffee bean crop.
to schedule afternoon meetings on the
"Equal Exchange makes a good
case study in how to give farmers
another option," says Van Geest, He
helped arr)ilge a campus visit by
Cornelio Ri~ra, a small coffee farmer
who has been traveling around the
~
country sponsored by a faith-based
organizationnamed Witne:ss for Peate.
In a clearand concise way Rivera
described how he believes international
monetary policies.affect small farmers
like himself, say.s VanGeest,
Companies like Equal Exchange
work with local dernocraliS!.c~H*~~~
~Ai F
cooperatives offering them 'a falr~and"
minimum price for gourmet-quality r:
coffee. Through these cooperatives
farmers can get small loans otherwise
unavailable to them, they have better
access to medical care and education
for their families, and they farm under
healthier conditions for both themselves and the land they farm.
"Such a case study helps students,
who often feel helpless after learning'
about such conditions, feel that they
can make a difference.t'says Van
Students can study; read, or relax with friends from 7:30
}
.
Geest.
-evenmg,

rofoam cups on campus. By urging people to
bring tfieir own mugs and encouraging people
to consider stewardship issues, things

changed," says De Vries. He and Van Wyk
hope to raise awareness of how coffee
duced in just such a way.

is pro-

But their goal isn't first of all to promote
a particular coffee, but to serve up a good cup
of coffee in a comfortable place. The health
department finally gave the okay to open for
business just before Thanksgiving. Van Wyk
hung some of his paintings on the walls, the
furniture shifted into a comfortable arrangement for conversation, and the cash register
began ringing. Next time you're on campus,
check it out.

toU:30

each morning or 7:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. in the
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Every

time he

learns a new language...he learns a
new way to look at the
world and the Word.

WyditTe lingui,st Andy Minch demonstrated to students how he begins to communicate with people whose language he does not know,

"

Hug-A-Linguist Days deepens students'
understanding of other languages and cultures
Andrew De Young

:&-

ar the twenty-ninth year, Dordt's Ian- .
guage department welcomed representatives from Wycliffe Bible Translators to
campus for the annual Hug-A-Linguist Days.
This year, however, the name seemed almost
inappropriate. If there was one thing speakers
Andy Minch, Chuck Micheals, and Bob Shaw
were trying to get across to students, it was
that you don't need to be a linguist to help
translate the Bible.
"For every linguist, there are three or four
other people making sure they can do their job
effectively," says Bob Shaw, an information
specialist who felt the call to missions work
after retiring from IBM. Shaw works with
JAARS of Waxaw, North Carolina, an organization that assists Wycliffe by providing translation teams with support groups made up of
people of a variety of backgrounds and skills.
"Whatever your skill is, it can be used in
Bible translation," says Shaw. Pilots, construction workers, teachers, doctors, and computer
professionals are just a few of the people
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whose skills are needed to assist in Bible translation.
In addition to translating the Bible into a
wide variety of languages, Wycliffe also helps
develop the communities for whom they are
translating. Chuck Micheals, who is involved
in community development, worked in the grocery business before getting involved in missions. He found his passion for service and his
business experience to be valuable assets in
assisting Wyc1iffe Bible translation teams.
"Community development helps people
reach their full potential, but we don't just
meet people's needs," says Micheals.
"Community development also gives the linguists credibility by giving us an opportunity
to model Jesus." He points out that everywhere
Jesus went, he met people's physical needs in
addition to preaching the gospel. Community
development, according to Micheals, does the
same thing-making people more receptive to
the newly translated Scriptures by assisting the
community.
"We also like to rub shoulders with the

COLLEGE

Dordt College is seeking applications for openings beginning 2003-2004 ill tile following areas:
Criminal Justice - Develop and teach in an interdisciplinary criminal justice program. Qualified
applicants should have a background in criminal justice, criminology, sociology, or related field
Education (two positions) - Introductory, upper-level (elementary and secondary methods),
special education courses
Engineering - Engineering fundamentals courses and provide leadership for upper level courses
in one of several possible areas such as mechatronics, civil/environmental, biosystems,
biomedical, or electrical engineering
Environmental Studies - Introductory and upper-level environmental studies courses.
Coordinate and direct the program, possibly teach course(s) in biology, earth science,
and/or agriculture
Programs in Christian Vocation, Project Director - Direct first-term seminar and coordinate
new vocation initiatives
Social Work - Generalist; micro-practice background; methods courses and field practice
Spanish - Elementary, intermediate, and upper-level courses in Spanish language,
literature, and culture
Theology - General education courses in biblical theology and upper level biblical studies courses
Youth Ministry - Courses in foundations, ministry discernment, youth culture, ecclesiology, practicum
Evaluation of applications will continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about a position and
receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest and curriculum vitae/resume to: Dr. Rockne
McCarthy, Vice President for Academic Affairs, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697, Dordt
College, Facsimile: (712) 722-4496; E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu; Web site:www.dordt.eduloffices/academic_affairs/
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution thai ~·trongly encourages the applications of women, minorities. and disabled persons.

DORDT
498 4th Ave. NE
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COLLEGE
SIOUXCenter, IA 51250-1697

local people," says Micheals. "It helps us to
learn about the culture, customs, and values of
the people we're serving. That knowledge is
essential for Bible translation."
The need to learn about culture and customs in order to translate the Bible is more
important than many people realize, points out
Andy Minch, the linguist of the group. In a
variety of workshops, Minch taught students
that communicating tile gospel across cultures
is more complicated than simply overcoming
the language barrier. Culture can be an obstacle
as well.
"It's often difficult to translate particular
passages; especially when the culture doesn't
have certain words," says Minch. "How can I
express something that these people don't have
a word for? That's the challenge."
Differing assumptions about society, religion, and God also prove to be an obstacle.
"Some cultures view the spirit world in a different way than we do," says Minch.
"The legends and superstitions often
portray a world where the 'gods' are in
nature, and on the same level as human
beings. It's hard to convey the idea of
a supreme God with a cultural assumption like that."
But cultural assumptions color the
way we look at Scripture, too. In a
workshop called "God is Not an
American," Minch showed students
some ways in which our American
culture affects our reading of Scripture.
The cultural assumptions that
Andy Minch tries to learn the basics of the Ewe
Americans have, he points out, do not
language from Communication Professor
necessarily affect our understanding of
Emmanuel Ayee.
the Bible positively.
Minch finds a way to overcome
his own cultural assumptions, however, in his
ongoing study of languages. Every time he
learns a new language, he says, he learns a
new way to look at the world and the Word.
"Each new language gives me a
different, deeper perspective," he says. "It's
hard to describe the immensity of what I've
learned."
It may be hard for Minch to describe, but
it's something he desperately wants students to
understand. He hopes students walked away
from Hug-A-Linguist Days understanding that
language is a barrier, but it can also be a blessing. And you don't have to be a linguist to
receive that blessing.
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Faculty News
The professional involvements
of Dordt College faculty members outside the classroom
reveal Dordt's commitment to
provide educational leadership
in the Christian community as
well as among its own students. By sharing these activities, we hope to provide fellow
Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encour~
agement as they work to be of
service in Christ's kingdom.

Dordt College President Carl E. Zylstra is
among a select group of Christian leaders who
shared essays about their years as college students in a recently released book, College
Faith: 150 Christian Leaders and Educators
Share Faith Stories from Their Student Days.
The book of essays was compiled by
Ronald Knott and published by Andrews
University Press, which published the book to
inspire students, staff, teachers and administrators with simple faith stories. Writers for the
book include the presidents of sixty-plus
Christian colleges, universities, theological
seminaries and Christian ministries.
English Professor David Schelhaas gave
two presentations at the ASCI convention in
Chicago in October. One was titled "Teaching
Poetry So They Love It"; the other was "The
Ideal High School English Curriculum."
Dr. Keith Sewell, professor of history, presented a paper titled 'The Crisis in Evangelical
Historiography" at the Conference on Faith and
History in October.

Dave Schelhaas

From Oct 22 to 26, Dr. John Van Dyk,
director of the Center for Educational Services,
participated in an IAPCHE Conference in Los
Banos, the Philippines. He led a "track" on the

Dordt College music professors
teach young future organists
Organists are in short supply these days. Joan Ringerwole, professor of music at
Dordt College and an accomplished organist herself, hopes it won't stay that way for
long. With the help of a new grant provided by Lilly Endowment, Inc., she and other
organists are trying to renew interest in the "king of instruments."
The Worship Renewal Grant from the Calvin Institute of Worship and Music
provides seventeen high school students with the money to take organ lessons. James
Koldenhoven, emeritus professor and a member of First Christian Reformed Church
in Sioux Center. wrote the grant, and Ringerwole, along with Dordt College alums
and First Church organists, Emily Sybesma and Dolores Rylaarsdam, auditioned
applicants for the schclafsbip which awaraed students $250 for lessons and books.
Ringerwole and Mary Lou Wielenga, an adjunct professor of piano and organ at
Dordt, teach many of the students.
"Our church recently bought a new Casavant organ," says Ringerwole. "It's
sparked a lot of interest in our congregation."
The grant is necessary, she says, due to the severe shortage of organists. "This is
an international problem," she says. "Most schools have very few students studying
organ, and some have discontinued their programs altogether."
Interest remains high at Dordt College, though. "We have never had less than
eighteen organ students," says Ringerwole, speculating that the organ class at Dordt
Discovery Days, among other things, may contribute to the sustained interest.
Wielenga is encouraged by students' interest. Eight of ten students she teaches
have finished their scholarship lessons; seven plan to continue taking lessons.

responsibility of Christian higher education for
elementary and secondary schooling.
From Nov 18-21, Van Dyk served as a
member of an Ontario Alliance of Christian
Schools team to evaluate Toronto District
Christian High School (TDCH). He also gave a
presentation at the society meeting of TDCH on
the topic "Teaching Christianly" and lead a professional day for the staff of Toronto Christian
High School on the topic "Establishing and
Maintaining a Collaborative Classroom."
On Oct. 1, Dr. Danny Hitchcock took a
group of eleven
students to the
annual Nobel
Conference in
St. Peter,
Minnesota.
They attended
lectures given
by some of the
world's best
researchers in
behavioral neuroscience. The
Dr. Danny Hitchcock
conference topic
was "The
Nature of Nurture" and included a lecture by
Nobel Laureate Eric R. Kandel on the physiological basis of learning and memory.
Darryl De
Ruiter, HPER
instructor and
soccer coach,
qualified for and
will participate in
the l07th Boston
Marathon next
April. De Ruiter
qualified for
Boston by running a three hour,
11 minute
Darryl De Rolter
marathon at
Grandma's
Marathon (qualifying time was 3: 15) in Duluth,
Minnesota this past June. It was his sixth
marathon completed.
On November 2, Dr. Arnold Sikkema and
Dr. John Zwart took students Pam
Vandermeer, Phillip Pambuh, Ben Zieske, and
Barry Viss to a meeting of the Iowa chapter of
the American Association of Physics Teachers,
held at Southwest Community College in
Creston, Iowa. Sikkema gave a talk titled
"Droplet Formation: Four Demonstrations of

the Rayleigh Instability," and Zwart gave one
titled "High Precision 19th Century
Spectroscopy." At the meeting, Zwart was
voted in as president of the state chapter for
next year.
Dr. Wayne Kobes, professor of theology,
and Dr. Ron Vos, professor of agriculture, gave
a presentation at the ninth annual Ag Missions
conference at ECHO in Florida on November
II. They were joined by Dave Evans of Food
for the Hungry International. The title of their
presentation was "Biblical Holism." Five
Dordt students also attended the conference.
Emeritus
Professor of
Philosophy Dr.
John Vander
Stelt read a paper
on "Runner's
Implications for
Issues in
Theology" at a
conference to celebrate the legacy
of Dr. H. Evan
Runner, held on
October 4 and 5,
Dr. John Vander Stelt
at Redeemer
University College in Ancaster, Ontario,
Canada.
On behalf of lAPCHE (International
Association for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education), Vander Stelt lectured in the
Philippines on "Christian Higher Education
within Kingdom Context" at the Alliance
Biblical Seminary (in Manila) on October 21
and at the Christian Reformed Bible College
(in Los Banos) on October 22. He also functioned as coordinator of Track I (dealing with
general cultural, historical, societal, and faith
traditions and issues) at the IAPCHE-sponsored "Manila Leadership Conference" from
Oct. 23-26. The conference was attended by
forty persons from seven regions in Asia!
Oceania and five persons from Canada and
USA.
Vander Stelt plans to spend four months in
the Netherlands during the spring, continuing
work on a book he is writing.
Agriculture Professor Dr. Duane Bajema
participated in the annual meeting of the Foods
Resource Bank on November 16-17 in Ft.
Myers, Florida. The organization is a consortium of denominational relief and development
organizations whose goal is to work cooperatively for the alleviation of world hunger.

Kevin Eames helps people learn to live with diabetes
Sany Jougsma

D

r. Kevin Eames is using his professional expertise, research interests,
and personal health experience to
help people with diabetes. Eames's presentation "Living with Diabetes: Stress, Grief, and
Coping" shows people with diabetes how to
think more positively about their lives and
their future.
"Adjusting your thinking can ease stress
and its resulting negative effects on health,"
says Eames, who is a professor of psychology
at Dordt College and has diabetes himself.
People with diabetes suffer from depression at three times the rate of the general population. Scientists are not sure if this is partly
a hormonal result of the disease, but whether
it is or not, the depression needs to be
addressed, says Eames. He tells people that it
is perfectly legitimate to grieve about having
a chronic illness. "Your view of yourself,
your lifestyle, and your future have all dramatically changed," he says.
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The key, though, is not to ignore it or
pretend it isn't there, but to think about the
illness in a more healthy way. "Unhealthy
thinking patterns distort how we think about
reality--especially
with diabetes," he says.
Eames gives his fellow diabetics a way
to think "accurately."
"This is not just positive thinking. Such
an approach could be harmful, because it is
important for people with diabetes to recognize the seriousness of taking care of themselves. It is when the disease becomes almost
the single focus of thinking that depression
results."
Through a format developed originally
by psychologist Albert Ellis, Eames urges his
listeners to go through a thinking process that
helps them look at how they are thinking and
feeling, what specific events or situations
have caused that response, and what they
might be able to do to change it in some way.
He is interested in helping people regain
some sense of hopefulness and control over
life circumstances that they can change, to

help them see again that although diabetes is
not curable they may be able to live a relatively norrnallife free of life-threatening
complications if they adhere to a regimen.
Eames became interested in these issues
several years ago during therapy sessions
with several clients who were diabetic and
dealing with depression.
"As I listened to people, I started hearing
similar things," he says. Other people's struggles mirrored some of his own. He believes
that the kind of cognitive therapy he is suggesting-therapy
that teaches people how to
learn certain skills that can make a difference
in their health-s-is very beneficial. It helps
them look ahead, not simply to the past. It
helps them see they can make choices.
Since stress leads to higher blood sugar
levels, which creates more stress, a vicious
cycle begins if something doesn't intervene,
says Eames. He hopes to help people break
this cycle by continuing research on further
coping resources that can help them better
manage their stress and their disease.
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David Helmstetter
will look for ways
to stay involved in
social service
Sally Je

II
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rofessor David Helmstetter says that
over the eleven and a half years he has
been teaching social work at Oordt
College he has tried to show his students that
social work is a "magnificent vocation in
which to live out one's faith." Helmstetter,
who retired at the end of first semester, is finishing his third career, in a sense, hut they've
all been in social work-s-working in a state
mental hospital, serving as administrator for a
clinical practice, and, most recently, teaching
social work students.
Although he's looking forward to a few
months of "R & R," there isn't much he
won't miss, he says. He expects to stay
involved by serving on boards for not-forprofit agencies and maybe working with communities on establishing continuums of care
for elderly people. Throughout his career, he
has had a special interest in working with and
advocating for the elderly.
Helmstetter came into social work naturally. Growing up in a Lutheran community,
his church was involved in German repatriation, his father was on the township relief
board, and his parents were foster parents. He
chose to study at Augsburg College in St.
Paul. Minnesota, in part because it was
located in an inner city and because of its
strong social ministry emphasis. He has
served on boards of several not-for-profit
agencies, including Lutheran Social Services.
On his office wall hangs a framed version of
Ephesians 2: 10 that he says has been at the
forefront of his life: "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
work, which God prepared in advance for us
to do."
Teaching future social workers has been
a wonderful way to end his professional
career, he says. "God sometimes leads with a
sense of humor, though," he says with his
trademark hearty laugh. "I wanted to go to
Arizona; he led me to Iowa."
"I had always dreamed of teaching someday," he says. He had taught many adult
courses and worked with many students in
placement assignments over his years in the
profession. But he found teaching-pedagogy-a challenge. "It surprised me.
Teaching takes a lot of work. I still pray
before each class that I can do a good job of
teaching my students what they need to know
to become good social workers."
He continues: "It's a challenge to put
one's understanding of who he or she is into
theoretical practice. I try constantly to bring
home the idea of redemption into the classroom and into the lives of people who live in
a fallen world."
"I've come to love the Reformed
Christian worldview that I found at Oordt
College and am excited about what it means
for social work," Helmstetter says.
The challenges of working out that
worldview have also been intensely rewarding. He is grateful for the opportunity to continue to learn new things, even during his last
semester of teaching.
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Helmstetter has also come to appreciate
"how remarkably obedient his students want
to be to the gospel. Working with students
who come to college believing that their faith
motivates them to do this kind of work is an
incredible blessing," he says. "They really
want to serve."
In fact, Helmstetter says that it is only as
an afterthought that many of his students ask
about the salary they will be earning. Part of
his job is, without deflating their enthusiasm,
to help them see that practical issues of life
need to be considered, individualistic tensions
needed to be recognized, and cultural naivete
needs to be changed.
"Good social workers need to be strong
in their conviction of who they are if they are
to be compassionate people. How well they
can serve others depends on how well they
know themselves," he says.
"Social workers need to know whether
they can find the tolerance needed to work
with diverse cultures, with unpopular people
in our society, with those in other socio-economic situations, with people who make poor
decisions-sometimes
repeatedly."
That's not easy for anyone, but it can be
especially difficult for students who have
grown up in relatively comfortable circumstances, often seeing the world from a fairly
traditional, conservative and somewhat individualistic perspective.
But it's been rewarding and has left him
with many wonderful memories-most
of

Dr. David Helmstetter says he'll miss just about everything about teaching future social workers .

which are related to the classroom, he says.
Working with students in their field placements, teaching classes on aging, seeing students accepted into graduate school, and
working with new and wonderful faculty colleagues are all things he'll miss-a lot. But
he'll also have time to continue his work in
other ways, staying active as a thinking, caring Christian.

Vanderwoerd earns Ph.D.
studying faith-based organizations

D

r. Jim Vanderwoerd, assistant professor

of social work, successfully defended
his doctoral dissertation at Case
Western Reserve University at the Mandel
School of Applied Social Sciences in
Cleveland, Ohio. His dissertation, which
researched the effect of government funding
on faith-based organizations, was the culmination of over three years of study, which began
in 1999 with an intense six-week summer
study program.
"That first summer is known among
students as 'theory boot camp,''' says
Vanderwoerd. "It was basically preparation for
the research that I would be doing for my dissertation." He attended these classes for three
summers in a row, in addition to doing work
on his dissertation.
Vanderwoerd says that some students
have already picked a topic before they start
courses, but he preferred to explore a variety
of areas through his courses before settling on
his research focus. His work with the
Siouxland Association for Public Justice
and his familiarity with the leadership given
by the Center for Public Justice on the 1996
welfare reform law encouraged him to
delve into the issue of faith-based
organizations and the controversy regarding
whether or not they should receive government
funding.

"I chose my topic before the 2000 election," says Vanderwoerd, "but the feeling at the time was that this was going
to be an important issue no matter who
won."
Vanderwoerd looked at two faithbased organizations that have received
government funding, interviewing leaders and observing practices to determine if they have managed to maintain
their religious character or if they have
become, as some fear, "secularized."
"The evidence suggests that these
organizations were able to have their
cake and eat it too," says Vanderwoerd.
"They received government funding,
and were able to maintain their religious identity."
Vanderwoerd found that this
integrity stemmed from a worldview
that blurred sacred and secular distinctions. These organizations, while very
rooted in their religious beliefs, were
more than willing to implement secular policies and theories of social work.
"I asked them if they could show me what
is religious and what is secular about them;
they couldn't do it," says Vanderwoerd. "To
these organizations it's all religious, not simply
because of what they do, but because of why
they do it."
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Plumbline

What's new in development?
Plumblines are commentaries written by people from
the Dordt community to
stimulate thinking about
issues facing Christians
living in 2003.

Dr. Jonathan Warner teaches
economics.

Flourishing

implies

the ability to live
a fulfilled

life.

"
DORDT

ver since Adam Smith, economists
have been fascinated by differences
in standards of living between
nations. Why are people in some countries
able to produce an abundance of goods,
while people in others live in abject poverty? What can we do to improve the lot of
the poorest people in the world?
Ideas about how to address these issues
have changed in the last decade, leading, I
believe, to a more holistic view of development. But first a little background.
Until the 1980s, most economists
believed that countries could plan for
development. Governments in consultation
with experts at the World Bank, it was
thought, could plot a path from rags to
riches by developing a national development plan. Countries were encouraged to
borrow money internationally to turn their
dreams into reality.
Unfortunately, investments made
with borrowed money proved to be less
profitable than first thought. High interest
rates in the 1980s made it hard for poor
countries to pay back what they had borrowed.
By the early 1990s, the United Nations
began to see development as more than
economic growth. They saw that having a
higher standard of living isn't much good
if you don't live long enough to enjoy it;
nor is living without the ability to partake
in social and cultural activities. As a result,
the UN's Development Program began
compiling the Human Development
Index-a figure obtained by comparing a
country's life expectancy rates, education
levels, and income per person. By measuring this way, some poor countries, such as

E

Cuba and Sri Lanka, fare quite well:
despite low levels of national income, they
are able to produce long-lived, educated
citizens.
Attention, therefore, has shifted from a
focus on income to a broader concern about
what people are actually able to do. In economic circles, this has come to be called the
"capabilities approach." It is associated
with Amarya Sen, winner of the 1998
Nobel Prize in economics, and Martha
Nussbaum, a Chicago feminist philosopher.
Rather than concentrating solely on raising
the incomes of the poor, the capabilities
approach focuses on the opportunities people have. Increasing opportunities raises the
chance of being able to live a fulfilled life.
Political freedoms, social opportunities,
security (both personal and of one's property), and guarantees of fair and transparent procedures are just as important as economic facilities. As Sen points out, these
freedoms tend to reinforce one another. For
example, a democratic country is less likely
to abuse its own citizens (by stealing their
property or even murdering them) than is a
totalitarian state.
Nussbaum goes one step further. She has
compiled a list of what she believes are
basic human capabilities. Her list was
derived from studying the problems faced
by women in developing countries, who
often find themselves denied the basic
human capabilities necessary to live a
meaningful life. Her list includes such
items as the ability to live a life of normal
length, to have bodily health and integrity,
and to be able to enjoy the natural environment. Nussbaum's book, Women and
Human Development, argues that such
norms are universally valid, and that
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their denial by governments or religions,
is illegitimate.
I have argued in papers at conferences
in Cambridge, England, and in Atlanta,
Georgia, that Christians should welcome
this broadened perspective. The Bible
presents us with a holistic view of
humankind; creatures are made in the
image of God, they are not mechanical
maximizers of material welfare. By
drawing attention to the significance of
choice and the value of choosing how
to live one's life, the capabilities approach
gives a more balanced account of what
is important. In addition, the values that
it articulates are, in general, compatible
with God's law. Sen's approach has
great value for Christians working in
development.
We can, of course, argue over some
of the items on Nussbaum's list. In the
tradition of classical liberalism, it assumes
that one should have the right to do
anything one wants, providing it doesn't
interfere with anyone else. Christians have
been uncomfortable with this position,
believing that support for the freedom to
be immoral tacitly lends support for
immorality, and in so doing breaks down
society's shared understanding of what is
right and wrong.
So, as Christians, we need to go further.
The capabilities approach is incomplete.
The Bible gives us a vision of what human
life on earth should be like at its best: a
world characterized by an aU-encompassing vision of peace and justice, summarized by the concept of shalom. For each
person, this vision implies the ability to
flourish-to
have access to resources so
that needs are met (hence the importance
of an adequate level of income). But
shalom is far more: for each person, flourishing implies the ability to live a fulfilled
life, to be part of a caring and nurturing
family and community, to participate in
society and in the culture of the community. The capabilities approach begins to
address these aspects of shalom, but
doesn't go far enough. We must be concerned not only with people as individuals,
but also with the relationships between
people and broader communities around
the world.
It is tempting to isolate ourselves from
the problems of distant communities and
try to build the kingdom of God in a selfsufficient, isolated enclave. Countless
groups have fallen into this temptation as
they strived to build Utopian communities
in some secluded, but pleasant, spot. But
the vision of shalom calls us to a higher
standard-it
is a universal norm, valid for
all people, everywhere.
In my current research, I am trying to
work out what the vision of shalom might
mean in contemporary society and what
implications it might have for the theory
and practice of development economics. In
the Old Testament, God gave his chosen
people a set of laws by which to liveincluding laws such as the Jubilee and the
obligation to care for the poor to prevent
gross inequalities emerging in society. The
challenge for us, as Christians in the twenty-first century, is to grasp God's vision for
our world today and to work towards its
implementation.
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Sports updates
Women's soccer team has turn-around season
Mike Ryker
Sports Information Director

Heidi Otten and Angie Katsma were
picked for their play on defense as a

T

he 2002 Dordt Lady Defender

soccer

part of the rock-ribbed

surrendered just 1.5 goals per game.
Both are sophomores from Wisconsin,

onship with a 10-0 loop record.

from Sheboygan.

T he Lady Defenders

Defenders dropping four of their first five

Nicki De Blaey earned second
team honors and was a GPAC and

matched their second

games, but they took the next two games by

NAIA Region IV player-of-the-week.

shutout before stumbling against Morningside
at the midpoint of the season to drop to 4-5 on

The freshman from Sheboygan scored

September 24. The Lady Defenders did not lose
again until the GPAC playoff finals. Along the

this season. Bethany Nishimoto, a
sophomore from Aiea, Hawaii, earned

way they won nine in a row and outscored their

GPAC, regional,

opponents

of-the-week

The season started with the Lady

33-3. The season ended with back-

to-back 2-1 losses to Hastings in the conference
finals and the NAJA Region IV quarterfinals.

The Conference final contest was a tense,
double overtime

game that ended with less than

30 seconds left in the second overtime on a
breakaway

goal. The Lady Defenders

13-7 sea-

Otten from Brookfield

and Katsma

highest win total in the

12 goals to lead the Lady Defenders

program's history,

and national player-

The Dordt
to-back hat tricks in wins over Mount
undefeated
Marty and Doane in October.
The other senior on the Dordt roster was Meghan Graham. The forward from
Lawrence, Kansas, was awarded honorable men-

women, under new coach Bill Elgersma. were
in conference play;

assisting on another for the Lady Defenders.
Players weren't the only ones garnering
post-season honors. Bill Elgersma, coach of the
Lady Defenders, was voted conference coach-

tion this year by the GPAC, finishing third in
career goals with 39 and fifth in assists with 22.

of-the-year

GPAC all-conference first team. Julie Van Der
Kooi, one of two seniors for Dordt College, was

Stephanie Schippers was also an honorable
mention selection after scoring two goals and

matched their second highest win total in the
program's history.

Cross Country
ends solid season

T

he Dordt College cross country teams
concluded their 2002 season with top ten

finishes at the NAIA Region

Lincoln, Nebraska.

rv meet

The Lady Defenders

in

fin-

ished fourth at the meet behind conference
rivals Concordia, Doane, and Hastings, with a
team total of 130 points.
The Lady Defenders

were led by Becky

Demarest's eighth place finish. The senior from
Lawrence, Kansas, covered the five-kilometer
course in a time of 19:26.51. Tanya Holtrop
and Becca Schonewill

finished 28th and 29th

by his peers. The Lady Defenders

Men's team reaches quarterfinals
he Dordt men's soccer team faced the
task of replacing many seasoned veterans
this season as the Defenders entered their
25th year as an organized sport. This year's
team did not disappoint as they fought their
way to a fourth place tie in the Great Plains
Athletic Conference race and a 7-9-2 record
before bowing out in the quarterfinal round of
the Great Plains Athletic Conference post-season tournament.
The Defenders rebounded from a 1-3-1
start to win back-to-back games in midSeptember to get back to .500, where they spent
most of the year with a team that grew up as the
season went along, finishing with a 5-4-1 conference record.
Travis Burgers, a senior from Sioux Falls,

T

South Dakota, left his imprint on the Dordt

September and was also named to
GPAC all-conference

first team after

scoring 16 goals this season. Two
other seniors, Josh Visser and Kris
Isakson, played their last games for
second-year head coach Darryl De
Ruiter and Dordt College. Visser
earned honorable mention by the
GPAC coaches.
Kyle Van Andel, a sophomore

from Lynden, washington, aJso
earned all-conference second team
honors. Van Andel was the leading
assist man for the Defenders this season with eight. Matt Ruter, Tim Klein,
and Craig Ritsema received honorable
mention honors by the conference
coaches at season's end. Klein played

College record books when he scored his 53rd

14 games in goal while allowing just 20 goals,

career goal, putting him in fourth place all-time.
Burgers was awarded Great Plains Athletic
Conference player-of-the-week honors in

and Ritsema scored eight goals, including a
four-goal outburst against Midland Lutheran.
Ruter was a fullback for the Defenders.

Soccer players
honored

respectively, and Kate Reinsma wasn't far
behind with a 39th place finish. Rachelle

Kroll

rounded out the scoring for Dordt with a 46th

place finish.
The men's team ended up in eighth place
with their five runners finishing within 23
places of each other. Freshman Nick Groen finished in 39th place on the eight-kilometer
course with a time of 28:03.05.

Stefan

Petersen, Tim Ives, and Travis Patten were
46th, 49th and 50th respectively, while Jeff
Taylor placed 62nd.
The highlight

of the season for both teams

was a twin championship at the Martin Luther
Invite in New VIm, Minnesota. The women's
team outdistanced

the field with just 36 team

Volleyball team narrowly loses its first
conference championship since 1995

F

orthe fifth season in a row the Dordt
Lady Defender volleyball team won at
least thirty volleyball matches, but for

the first time since 1995 they could not call

themselves conference champions.
The Lady Defenders

started the season

ber of the GPAC all-conference

first team and

was a second team pick in Region IV. Alisa
Den Hartog, a junior from Rock Valley, was a
second team pick by the conference coaches
after putting up nine assists per game and lead-

with an impressive nine-match winning streak

ing the Lady Defenders

that ended with a five-game loss to Midland
Lutheran at the Graceland Invite. The Lady

Bouma, a freshman from Orange City, was an
honorable mention selection at the conference
level with two kills per game.
Two other seniors exhausted

Defenders promptly started another sevenmatch winning streak before back-to-back

with 47 ace serves.

losses to Briar Cliff and Midland Lutheran

their eligibility.

five runners finishing within 43 seconds of
each other. The men had an equally dominating
performance with 36 points, but were chal-

dropped them to second place in the Great

senior from Sioux Center, Iowa, had

lenged by host school Martin Luther with 39

20 spots. The twin win was the first time in
school history Dordt College has swept both

Plains Athletic Conference.
From October

12 to November

Defenders didn't lose, posting a thirteen-match
winning streak that included a 3-0 defeat of
Briar Cliff in the post-season tournament semi-

Janna Brink, Jill Erffmeyer,
and Kim Vis were honored
from the women's

team.

finals. The Doane Tigers ended the Dordt season in the semifinals of the NAIA Region IV

California,

led Dordt with 3.3 digs

per contest. Both were back row
specialists.
Coach Tom Van Den Bosch also

ners, is the lone women's runner to graduate

Johnson with 3.5 kills per game and a .250 kill

Bethel College. Van Den Bosch is

efficiency. The senior from Des Moines was a
first team selection at both the conference and
the regional level. Tara De Boer, a freshman

College, with five straight years of
thirty plus match wins.
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Jill

combined academic and athletic excellence. Travis
Burgers, Matt Ruter, and
Travis De Jong received
awards from the men's team.

Tuig, a senior from Visalia,

this year, while Colin Attema, Tim Ives, and

Stefan Petersen all completed their senior seasons for Coach Ross Goheen.

earned

3.1 digs per game while Stacy Vander
13 the

tournament with a 29-31, 29-31, 20-30 win that
closed the Lady Defenders season at 30-5.
The Lady Defenders were led by Dre

Demarest, who qualified for the NAIA
national meet and placed 108th out of 255 run-

players

Laura Van Kley, a

reached a milestone this year with his
200th career match win at Dordt
College. The win came in Dordt's
Region IV semifinal victory over

championships at the same meet.

Six soccer

NAJA All American Scholar
Athlete awards this fall for

from Rock Valley, was also selected as a mem-

points, holding five of the top I I spots, with all

points. The Dordt men had five of the top II
finishers as well and also held eight of the top

"

honors after posting back-

son ended with four players being named to the

named to the first team for her play. Van Der
Kooi, from Chino, California, set a single season record for assists with 14 and ended up
third on the all-time list in career assists and
seventh in career points. Janna Brink, a junior
from Holland, Michigan, was also a first team
selection with nine goals and eight assists.

•

defense that

team charted new waters this past season
in earning the school's first Great Plains
Athletic Conference regular season champi-

now 200-49 in six seasons at Dordt
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Development news

Annual gift support
reaches record high
Lyle Gritters
Vice President for College Advancement

A total of 4625
alumni made
contributions to
Dordt College
in 2001-02,
close to half

of

our alumni.

"

New
scholarships
The Missouri River
Energy Services Group has
committed to funding a
scholarship in partnership
with the Sioux Center
Municipal Utilities. The
scholarship, which will be
funded annually, will go to a
direct-paying customer or a
dependent of a direct-paying
customer, who meets
academic requirements.
Missouri River Energy
Services provides electricity
to the city of Sioux Center.
The scholarship will be
named the Sioux Center
Municipal Utilities Annual
Scholarship.
The Innotec Engineering
Endowed Scholarship will be
awarded in the 2003-2004
academic year to an engineering major. The Innotec
Engineering Corporation in
Zeeland, Michigan, employs
fourteen graduates from the
Dordt College engineering
program. The leaders of the
company have been so
impressed with the quality of
Dordt College engineering
graduates that they decided
to fund an endowed scholarship with Dordt College.
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e are grateful to report that God
richly blessed the mission and work
of Dordt College again last year
through the prayers, encouragement, and generous gift support of alumni and friends of the
college. A total of $4,835,000 was received
during the 2001-02 fiscal year, a twenty-four
percent increase over the previous year and an
all-time record high. This gift support makes a
significant difference in our ability to maintain
an educational program that is recognized for
its academic excellence and its reformational
character.
Dordt College has been blessed with a
loyal and generous group of supporters. We
are thankful to God for each gift, whether
large or small, that was given last year. In
addition to the support of many churches, a
remarkable total of 8063 alumni, friends, business firms, and foundations made gifts to the
college during the 2001-02 fiscal year.
A total of 4625 alumni made contributions to Dordt College in 2001-02, close to
half of our alumni. The US News and World
Report ranked Dordt College number one last
year among 110 regional comprehensive
(bachelor's) degree colleges for the percentage
of alumni who contribute to their alma mater.
The national average for alumni participation
rates is about twenty percent. This ranking is a
tribute to the loyalty and commitment of our
alumni and a clear indication of their appreciation for the education they received at Dordt
College.

Gift support for the
Dordt College Fund also
reached a record high of
$753,000 last year, an eighteen percent increase over
the previous year. The Dordt
College Fund is probably the
most important gift support
program of the college, a
crucial resource for keeping
tuition affordable as we continually improve our academic programs. And it is an
important source for grants
and scholarships that are
awarded to needy, deserving
students. In summary, it
serves as a "living endowment" for the financial stability of the institution.
The successful completion of fund-raising efforts
The Campus Center's main lounge gets bathed in morning sunlight.
for the new Campus Center
was the highlight of the year
for the Capital Fund of the college. Gift support for the Capital Fund reached a total of
$2,274,000, another record high.
s Dordt College matures, her alumni take
On behalf of the entire college community,
on increasing importance. More than
especially the students, I want to thank each of
half
of
the present members of the board of
the supporting churches and 8063 alumni,
trustees
are alumni-now lending their expefriends, business firms, and foundations for
rience
and
expertise in directing the college.
their support of Dordt College during the
Alumni
are
also contributing to Dordt College
2001-02 year. Your partnership and prayers are
financially
in
important ways. This spring's
vital to the strength and future of the college.
phonathon
program
provides two new opporPlease join us in giving thanks to God for his
tunities
for
alumni
to
give back to their alma
providential care.
mater with gifts that will make a difference
for students and alumni.
The board of trustees recently authorized
the purchase of a home adjacent to campus
and has designated it to be used as an alumni
guest house. The home will be available for
overnight lodging as well as meeting space
needlessly because of incorrect assumptions
for alumni, faculty, and students. One area
about Mom and Dad's estate plan. Don't forwill house alumni memorabilia-providing
a
get to inform the charities you have named
visual history of the college and the alumni
as well. This information is critical to chariassociation. Renovations and redecorating
ties for future planning. Planned gift
costs are estimated at $50,000.
expectancies provide charities with a "sales
For more than twenty years the alumni
forecast" or business plan which determines
association has awarded Alumni Scholarships
whether future needs or programs can be a
to junior students. Our scholarships, however,
reality or remain a dream. All credible charihave not kept pace with tuition increases.
ties will respect your wishes whether it be
With a significant infusion of cash we could
for recognition or privacy.
award larger upperclass scholarships and
We encourage you to remember Dordt
begin new scholarship efforts designed to
College in your estate plans and keep us
attract new students to Dordt College.
informed of your plans. We would be glad to
Gifts to the spring phonathon may be
answer any questions or arrange an appointdesignated for either or both of these projects.
ment: Dordt College Advancement Office
Our goal is to raise $100,000 to be split
712-722-6020.
between these two efforts. With a gift of
$100, you will receive a SUB memory bank
as a memento of the old student union building-and our "thank you" for your generous
support.

Spring Phonathon

A

New Year's resolution:
update my estate plan
Dave Vander WerC
Director of Planned Giving

N

ewYear's resolutions are popular at this
time of the year. Add this to your list:
update/complete your estate plan. This isn't
really what people normally think of when
making resolutions but it is necessary as part
of the overall stewardship of the resources
we have all been blessed with.
Estate tax laws are rapidly changing,
making it a good idea to review your estate
plan yearly to make sure it is still effective.
Questions you need to consider: Are your
objectives still being met? Do the guardians
of your children need to be changed? Should
you consider a different person as your
executor? Is your charitable intent still the
same?
A good number of friends of Dordt
College have admitted to me recently, "1
need to make an estate plan yet" or "My plan
is out of date." Now is a great time to make
this a priority for the new year.
We can help you with this planning
process by showing you how to benefit
your children and favorite charities. We'll
show you creative ways to maximize
your gift impact and minimize your tax
exposure. Choosing the right assets to give
to children and the right asset to give to
charity can mean a significant tax savings to
you and allow you to pass on more to your
beneficiaries.
Last and most important: once your plan
is complete, inform your family members of
its contents to help preserve family harmony
and prevent future problems. Even in our
small circles- many families have suffered

Spring Debt
Reduction Drive

T

he annual Spring Debt Reduction Drive
will begin on March 1. Thirty-five students will once again be calling parents and
friends of the college to ask for a gift to pay
down the debt on current academic facilities.
Churches will be asked to take special offerings for the Spring Debt Reduction Drive,
and mailings will be sent to various constituents asking them to consider giving a gift.
Last year Dordt College received $152,276
for the Spring Debt Reduction Drive; the year
before that, $155,943. Our goal this year is
$160,000. The Spring Debt Reduction Drive
allows us to reduce the debt on current
academic facilities without adding to our
students' tuition.

Bequest and
Planned Gift Income

D

uring the last quarter, Dordt College
received $31,641.75 in bequests and
matured annuity income. We thank these
friends of the college whose gifts will
continue providing income for the college.
One new annuity of $10,000 was funded during this quarter, and several friends
of Dordt College indicated to us the college is remembered in their estate plans.
These bequest commitments will surpass
$4,300,000 when realized.
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Alumni

Alumni guest house renovations begin

D

ordtCollege is a home away from
home for most students. While it may
not offer the creature comforts of
home, and mom's cooking becomes a distant
memory during the months between breaks, the
family-like
relationships
that students
develop here
have a lasting
influence.
Roommates
and hall mates
forge life-long
friendships;
faculty and
staff, by their
words of affirmation or
encouragement,
Judy(VandeHoer, '73)Hagey
help direct a
student in a
particular major or career path. And along the
way, memories are made that last a lifetime.
It's true you can't go home again-that
you can 't re-create those college days. But we
are working on a place for alumni to call
"home" when they come back to campus.
Recently the college purchased the property
located south of the classroom building

Regional Events
The Concert Band and
Chamber Orchestra will tour
parts of Canada and the northeast U.S. during spring break.
Take in a concert when they
Come to your area.
March l3--Waupun,
Wisconsin

March la-c-Grand Rapids,
Michigan
March 15~Sarnia, Ontario
March 16---Ancaster, Ontario
March 17- Vergennes,
Vermont

March 18-Whitinsville,
Massachusetts
March 19-North Haledon,
New Jersey

formerly owned by the Roger Evans family. We
are developing plans to renovate and redecorate
the home and use it as an alumni guest housea place to come home to when you come to
Sioux Center. In addition to several rooms for
campus guests, the home will provide a comfortable setting for meetings and receptions, as
well as office space for business travelers. It

March 21-Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
March 22-Crown Point,

will also house a memorabilia room-an
ni archives displaying

alumitems of interest from

Indiana

Coming to Montana,
Idaho, and Wisconsin this
Spring: "An Evening with Jim
Schaap." Watch the mail and
the Dordt College website for
dates and details.

our past.
So now there's a standing invitation to all
alumni: come be our guest-anytime. Come
see how campus has changed; introduce your
children to the place that had an impact on your
life.

Meet the Alumni Council
New Members
Cara (De Wit) De Haan
('99) is in her fourth year of
teaching fourth grade at
Ontario Christian School in
Ontario, California. She
expects to earn a master's
degree in curriculum and
instruction this winter from
California State University, San Bernardino.
Cara and Erik anticipate the birth of their first
child in April.
Jeff Hall ('76), lives in
Muskegon, Michigan, where
he is the band director at
Muskegon Christian School.
Jeff and Gail (Schonewill,
'75) have two children. The
Halls are members of
Bethany Christian Reformed
Church, where Jeff is an elder.
Bryan Kooi graduated
from Dordt College in 1987
and worked as an admissions
counselor here for seven
years before moving to the
corporate world. Bryan
works in the Human
Resources office at MEDTEC in Orange City, Iowa. He is married to
Natasha (Elgersma '96). They
have a son, Carter.
Rodney Lamfers ('95)
lives in Sioux Falls with his
wife, Kerry (Bolkema '95)
and their two daughters. He
is a CPA and partner in a
local accounting firm and
also works in software development. He says
he's honored to serve on the
Alumni Council and looks
forward to getting back to the
Dordt College community
regularly.
Heidi Visscher-Sikkema
graduated from Dordt
College in 1988 and moved
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our ties to Dordt College

to Florida. After working in real estate management for ten years, Heidi now enjoys being a
stay-at-home wife to her husband, Brian, and
mom to their children, Duncan (4) and Baily
(2). Heidi says she looks forward to coming
back to Dordt College and serving on the
Alumni Council (but does she remember what
Iowa weather is like in February").

I

Alumni Council Members

SChedule of Events

Region 1
Helen (De Groot) Bonnema ('69), Orange City, IA
Bryan Kooi ('87), Sioux Center, lA
Rodney Lamfers ('95), Sioux Falls, SD
Nancy (De Wit) Meendering ('92),
Sioux Center, IA
Paul Schelhaas ('70), Edgerton, MN

Friday, February 7
5:0

:15 p.m. Artisfs Reception.

Business Deparbnent Open HouselRe
6:30

.m.

Region 3
Carol (Veldhouse) Ribbens ('72), Pella, IA

Region 4
Teresa (Weidenaar) Kredit ('87), Manhattan, MT

Karen (Wiersma) Kooistra ('81), Lynden, WA
Doug Van Andel ('76), Lynden, WA
Region 6

Alumni Banquet - featuring Distinguished

Saturday, February 8
9:30

t'

-3:3 ,p.m.

Invltatlonallndoor

Track Meet

Rec Center

1:00- : 0 p.m. BaslrelbaJI
DeWitt Gymnasium

Dave De Ridder ('71), Denver, CO
Region 5
Henry Contant ('77), Abbotsford, BC

12-6:3

p.m.

Hospitality Center
Rec Center Multipurpose

Room

,nag~. m.lvatUd~ntActivity

A

ling

185OUt of Sch

I"

Clayton Danzeisen ('75), Phoenix, AZ
Cara (De Wit) De Haan ('99), Ontario, CA

aturin
im Heynen ('59
agejtudent
Activity A' ea

Region 7

C ' m Social

Chuck Adams ('90), Sheboygan, WI

\ 'on

Alumnus Randy Kroll ('80)
De Yager Student Activity Area

Becky (Van De Griend) Graves ('99), Willmar, MN

Andy Schuttinga ('97), Ames, IA

\

Vermeer Business and Conference Center

Dayton Vogel (' 81), Rock Valley, IA
Region 2
Rose (Vander Plaats) Van Engen ('77), Spicer, MN

Gerald Folkerts

Campus Center Art Gallery - Eckardt Loun

ager Student Activity Area

JelT Hall ('76), Muskegon, Ml
Region 8

'lM'i1ge

Sylvan Gerritsma ('68), St. Catharines, ON

Coffee House

Heidi Visscher-Sikkema ('88), Bradenton, FL

The Humble Bean

Rhonda (Huizenga) Vogelzang ('76), Jericho, VT
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Luke, Emily, Gregg,Lynette, and Joel VandeKieft love Washington's great outdoors.

VandeKieft teaches while
he practices medicine
Sonya Jongsma Knauss

It's

important to

him to see that
patients receive high
quality medical care
in their final days.

"
e-mail
Over 4000 alumni have sent
us their e-mail addresses. We
would like to receive still more,
as we hope to use this tool to
improve communication with and
among alumni. If you want to
contact us bye-mail, the address
is alumni@dordt.edu. And check
out the alumni e-mail directory,
announcements, and information
available on the alumni pages of
the Dordt College website:
www.dordt.edu.

G

regg VandeKieft is one' Dordt College
graduate who found a great way to
turn his "English major wanna-be"
status into a vocation he not only enjoys but
excels in. VandeKieft remembers going
through a crisis during his sophomore year at
Dordt over whether he should major in
English and philosophy or continue on his
pre-med track. Calvin College's Stanley
Wiersma had a one-year visiting professorship at Dordt College that year. and he gave
VandeKieft advice that influenced what he's
doing today-working
as a physician-educator at a teaching hospital in Washington,
"He told me, 'If everyone interested in
the humanities stays in the humanities, we'll
never overcome what TS, Elliot called the
disassociation of sensibility,' and that has
stayed with me," Vande Kieft says, He stuck
with his pre-med program, but continued taking the humanities classes he enjoyed so
much.

After graduating from Dordt in 1983,
VandeKieft completed medical school at the
University of Iowa, and then did a residency
in Phoenix, Arizona, where he received
Phoenix Baptist Hospital's first annual
"Humanity in Medicine Award" in 1990,
From there, he joined a private family practice in Mt. Vernon, Washington, During these
years, he and his wife, Lynette, also had three
children,
But the "academic bug was working on
me," he says. He found himself wanting to
return to school and find a way to incorporate
his humanities interests into his medical practice. Suddenly God opened up an opportunity
for him to do just that. One of his partners in
the practice had a brother who was a dean at
Michigan State University's medical school.
He offered Vande Kieft a full-time faculty
position while he pursued an interdisciplinary
master's degree in health and the humanities.
While he was at MSU, VandeKieft realized that medical ethics, a budding field, fit
his interests perfectly. He wrote a thesis
focused on narrative ethics, which he
describes as "the story in which the ethical
dilemma is embedded," an area that allowed
him to combine both his literature and philosophy interests with his medical practice and
experience.
VandeKieft enjoyed teaching at MSU.
and received two Teacher-Scholar awards
while on faculty there. He was approached
about an assistant dean position at the end of
his four-year commitment to the school.
However, he and Lynette found themselves
missing family and friends, as well as the
backpacking and skiing they had grown to
love. They were drawn back to the west coast.
When VandeKieft began looking for a
job position, he found doors opening again,
After a conversation with his wife about
moving back west, he went online and found
a recently-posted position in Olympia,
Washington, That's where he is now; they
moved in February, 2002,
Vande Kieft currently serves on faculty at
a teaching hospital, Providence St. Peter, the
main hospital between Portland and Tacoma.
The hospital serves a five-county area, about
250,000 people, He is one of seven full-time
faculty, and he sees patients, directly supervises family practice residents, and has various teaching responsibilities.
He appreciates working for a Catholic
hospital, whose mission statement is lived out
in its work: "extending the healing love of
Jesus Christ to the poor and vulnerable,"
But his close work with impoverished

patients has its challenges, For one thing, the
inadequacy of the United States health care
system really hits home, "A lot of our
patients, if they had better mental health care
or access to basic health care, their health
would not deteriorate."
While Canada and all of Europe offer
health care to all citizens, the poor and uninsured in the U,S. have no way to pay for care,
"With all the money our society spends on
health care, we could easily provide some
level of basic care for everyone," VandeKieft
says,
Along with frustration with the system,
VandeKieft says he and residents have to
fight cynicism and "compassion fatigue"
which happens when "you see the same guy
who 0 D' d two times before come in again
for the same thing, " you need to look past
the behavior choice and help the person."
His ability to see people as image-bearers
of Christ has implications in other areas of
his work as well, Vande Kieft has been part of
a small group of people at the hospital to
form a Resident Wellness Panel. a group to
address workforce issues for residents.
"We put our own trainees through things
we would never reconunend our patients do,"
he says, referring to the length of shifts and
number of hours residents are expected to
work.
VandeKieft is also the Medical Director
for Hospice and Palliative Care at Providence
St. Peter, which means he oversees end-oflife care for dying patients, He says it's
important to him to see that patients receive
high qnality medical care in their final days,
He finds that while he continues to see
how well Dordt College prepared him for a
wide range of activities, he has also developed a broader conception of how God is
manifested in creation than he had as a college student.
"This has deepened my respect for and
comfort with other cultures and faith traditions," he explains about his current work. "I
meet my patients where they are at-rather
than conforming them to my expectations."
From his work with residents, to his summer trips to work with a Nicaraguan doctor,
to the many state panels and advisory committees he has been appointed to and served
on, Dordt's service orientation has had a lasting impact on how he does things, "At Dordt
it was clear that service doesn't just mean
doing a dollop of serving here or there, but
making it part of your daily life." He tries to
live that goal each day,

Alumni notes -------------------Howard and Joyce (Droge) Walhof ('68, '69)

Jay Kuipers ('90) is the new technology coordinator at Platte High School in Platte, South Dakota.

l~,ve-inManh tan, Montana. Howard has just complete\thi~1ecy$~driving
for Montana Motor
Coar', l'
~~th~
specializes in tours of
YeU¢wst
d'<fl$ton,and Glacier National
Parts. Joyc
urrently in her seventeenth
year of teaching music at Manhattan Christian
School. Howard and Joyce have four children,

Evan and Darlene (Sytsma) Vis ('90, '90) live
in Glenview, Illinois. They recently had a son,
Jeremiah Evan. Evan is performing with the Great
Lakes Navy Band. Darlene is a homemaker, taking
care of the new baby and teaching Colin (6).
James and Carla (Moedt, '91) Feltz live in
Vancouver, Washington. They have two children,
Alexa (4), and Travis (4 months). Carla works as the
Children's Ministry team leader for River Rock
Church, a new church plant in Vancouver. James is an
engineer in the semiconductor industry.

Corwin ('94), Kendal ('95), Rachelle ('01), and
Kristopher, a senior at Manhattan Christian High
School.
Stephen Steenstra ('74) recently accepted the
call to pastor the Forest Grove Christian Reformed
Church.
Lorraine De Kroyf ('82) recently joined the
faculty at George Fox University in Newberg,
Oregon.

ynn (De Kruyl) Otto ('87, '84)
~Vvberg,

r:.:J0x

Oregon. Paul joined
University as professor of

Kim (Van Soelen) Rylaarsdam ('88) was
recently hired as an English instructor at
Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa.

Lyndon and Melanie (Covert) Gritters ('84,
'82) live in Lakewood, New York, with their sons
Andrew (14) and Sean (12). Lyndon works as a radiologist. In November, he summitted Iztaccihuatl
(17.200 ft) and EI Pico de Orizaba (18.850 ft), the
two highest peaks in Mexico. He has previously
climbed the Grand Teton, Mount Rainier, and Mount
Washington, as well as IlIiniza Sur and Antisana in
Ecuador.

nkespoor ('92) and Troy Vander
d an outpatient physical therapy
k~!~s
Rehab in Pella, Iowa. The
d~, l.,998:!P Mark's home office in Pella,
b
u itln'tf'&peffuntil July 2002. Work
Systems Rehab specializes in mobile work injury
management.
Thomas Van Soelen ('94), a third-year doctoral
student in elementary education at the University of
Georgia, has been awarded the Harold D. Drummond
Scholarship from Kappa Delta Pi, an international

continued on page fifteen
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A group of '93 grads and their families gathered in Pella this summer. Pictured are: Back row - Pam
(Kortlever) Vis (ex '94), Brad Vis ('93), Kerry Griess, Troy Griess ('93), Brian Sipma ('93), Scott Wynja ('93),
Galen Van Roekel ('93). Middle row - Carrie (Renner) Veenstra ('93), Doug Veenstra ('94), Cal De Jong ('93),
Jennifer (Schelhaas) De Jong ('93), Jill (Bonsema) Sipma ('92). Melanie (Van De Berg) Wynja (ex '95), Craig
Veurink ('93), Christine (Kramer) Veurink ('94), Kim (Van Zyl) Van Roekel ('91). Front row - Jeff Zylstra
('93), Stephanie (Bleyenburg) Zylstra (ex '92).

continued from page fourteen
honor society in education. Van Soelen has taught all
grade levels from kindergarten through twelfth grade
as well as college-level elementary education courses.
Roger and Peggy (Ten Pas, '95) Trefts were
married on September 14 in St. Louis, Missouri.
Peggy works at Safety National Casualty Corporation. Roger is a captain for Northwest Airlines.

•

Tereasa Van Zee ('95) recently agreed to
join the Newton Clinic medical staff, and will have
full privileges at Skiff Medical Center. She is currently a third-year family practice resident at
Broadlawns Medical Center in Des Moines, Iowa.
She will begin her Newton practice in July, 2003.
Edward Ludt ('96), an ordained minister in
the ope, will be a chaplain in the army, stationed
at Ft. Rucker, Alabama. His wife, Beatrice (de
Vries, '95) stays at home with their daughter,
Hope, and their son, Peter, born in August.
Curtis and Patricia (Dykstra) Rozeboom
('97, '98) live in Noblesville, Indiana, with their
daughter, Anika (2). Patricia recently earned her
certification as a colleague with the American
Guild of Organists. She is an organist at Faith
Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis.
Jonathan and Jane (Manuel, '98) Bruin were
married on August 31, 2002. In January the Bruins
will travel to Abuja, Nigeria, to work for CRWM
as part of an internship with Calvin Theological
Seminary.
Heidi (Petersen De Vries) De Jonge ('99)
and her new husband, Tim De Jonge, live in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Tim is a 1999 graduate of
Calvin College. Both Heidi and Tim are in the
Master's of Divinity program at Calvin
Theological Seminary.
Mick Vande Griend ('99) graduated magna
cum laude from Valparaiso University School of
Law in 2002. Mick recently joined Baird Holm
law firm in Omaha, Nebraska, in the firm's planning, probate, and tax section.

Greg and Heidi (Van't Hul) Bosma ('00, ex
'99) recently moved to Platte, South Dakota. Greg
is the new history instructor at Dakota Christian
High School.
Holly Bonnema ('02) left for Nigeria in
October for an eight-month mission trip with
Christian Reformed World Missions. She spent her
first two months in Gondola, Nigeria, helping a
missionary family domestically. Now she is in
Donga, working with another missionary family at
a seminary.

Marriages
Franklin Guillaume ('01) and Denise van der
Lee (ex '03),6/29/02
Michael Sauers and Ruth Vanden Bosch ('85),
9/21/02
Geoff De Vries ('90) and Susie Welch
Roger Trefts, Jf. and Peggy Ten Pas ('95), 9/14/02
Heidi Vanden Hoek ('97) and Chester Solano,
9/7/02
Jonathan Bruin and Jane Manuel ('98), 8/31102
Scott Meyer and Faith Baas ('99), 9/29/0 1
Nathan Hendricks (ex '99) and Janelle Sonke
('97), 7/6/02
Mark Van Den Bosch ('99) and Sarah Ribbens
('99), 7/13/02
Mike Elenbaas ('00) and Teresa Kuiper ('00),
11/23/02
Ryan Vande Kraats ('01) and Stephanie Brown
('98),7/5/02

In Memory--Tray ton Vande berg ('67) passed away at the age
of 56 on September 15, 2002, after a massive heart
attack. He is survived by his wife, Mary, and his
children, Kristen and Michael.

Martin ('82) and Karen De Vries, Joseph Herman, 7115/02
Robert and Karen (Kruid, '84) Verdoorn, Lydia Jane, 11/11/02
John and Leanne (Ozinga, '85) Hogan, Connor James, adopted 6/28/02
Larry ('85) and Lisa Verbruggen, Hannah Larissa, 9/11/02
Kevin and Joan (Noordhof, '87) Pasveer, Rachel Audra, 6/11/01
Mike and Ria (Storteboom) Elgersma ('88, '88), Derek Michael, 10/8/02
Arlin and Lou Ann (Bolkema) Franken (ex '88, '92), Logan John, 9/13/02
Veryl and Kandace (Kooiker, '88) Heynen, Torrey Amos, 7/24/02
Kevin ('88) and Sandi Wynja, Kendra Joy, 10/5/02
Brian and Kim (Gritters, '89) Kolb, Emma Grace, 7/1/02
Rick and Cheryl (Postbumus, '89) Schmitt, Delani Victoria, 10/2/02
Jim and Thelma (Thininga) Sawtelle ('90, '89), Stephan Gene, 11/7/02
Evan and Darlene (Sytsma) Vis ('90, '90), Jeremiah Evan, 7/23/02
Paul and Betsy (Van Gunst) Arkema ('91, '89), Sawyer Wendell, 9/14/01
Mike and Jodi (Van Otterloo, '91) Dewitt. Emily Jo and Hailey Annette, 7/13/02
James and Carla (Moedt, '91) Feltz, Travis Arren, 9/5102
Greg and Rhonda (Gritters, '91) Holstege, Jodi Faye, 9/24/02
Chris and Lori (Klein) Huisken ('91, '94), Gabriel Jae, 11/7/02
James and Rachelle (Van't Hul) Vanden Bos ('91, '93), Levi John, 5/30102
Mike and Karen (Peters '92) Christians, Jacob Larry, 10/9102
Kevin and Janice (Haak, '92) Driesen, Haley Nadine, 7/6102
Stan and Brenda (Byker) Haak ('92, ex '92), Marlena Ann, 10130/02
Timothy and Melissa (Meuzelaar) Howard ('92, '94), Charis Wrey, 9/4/01
Bob and Mary Beth (Smith) Pollema ('92, '91), Anneka Eleanor, 1112/02
John ('92) and Tina Van Dyk, James Anthony, 919/02
Henry ('93) and Juliana Buffinga, Joshua, 12/7/01
Gene and Darlys (Sprik) Vis ('93, '94), Amber Joy, 10/10/02
Michael and Amy (Vanden Hoek) Vande Voort ('93, '96), HendrickCalvinandEmmaJoy9/24/02
Kevin and Elizaheth (Van Oord) van der Wier ('93, '96), Skyler Duck Jacob, 9/22/02
Mike and Kim (Vander Weide) Adams ('94, '94), Mason Michael and Malia Mae, 8/17102
Eliot and Sue (Cuperus) Blom ('94, '93), Carson Tanner, lO/18/02
Mike and Lorna (Van Zee, '94) Bomgaars, David James, 9/26/02
Scott and Kendra (Griess) Morgan ('95, '94), Jaina Ranae, 11/6/02
Bradley ('95) and Amy Nyhof, Lily Grace, 7/27/02
Wilf and Natalie (Hultlnk) Wikkerink ('95, '96), Kathryn Monique, 9/1/02
Loy and Taryn (De Jong) Van't Hul ('95, '98), Macay Lea, 4/10/02
Kevin and Laura (Vander Wier, '96) De Haan, 7/25/02
Chris and Christian (Godeke) Thininga ('96,'96), Boston Elias Godeke Tuininga, 2/24/02
Jeremy and Tanya (VandenBosch) Huygen ('96, '98), Lyric Anneke, 5/9102
Ted and Patricia (Grootenboer)
Kaemingh ('96, '95), Julia Janeen, 10/8/02
Edward and Beatrice (de Vries) Ludt ('96, '95), Peter, 8/31/02
Jason ('96) and Marente Prins, Aric and Simon, 6/24/02
Derek and Jennifer (Den Hartog) Terpstra ('96, '97), Samuel James, 4/9102
Mark and Gina (Zylstra) Zylstra ('96, '99), Lucy Renee, 9/18/02
Scott and Jill (Te Grotenhuis) De Jong ('97, '98), Ethan Wade, 7/31/02
Nathan and Karmen (Huisken, '97) Engbers, Isaac Benjamin, 9/19/02
Bobby and Cami (Krenn, '97) Hopper, Lauren Tynetr, 10/8/02
Scott and Karianne (Pool, ex '97) Kraetsch, Benjamen Andrew, 7/23/02
Chad and Tami (Klein, '97) Raul, Taryn Noelle, 10/30102
Dan and Jessica (Vanderwerf!) Addink ('98, ex '99) Davis, 9/11/02
Anthony and Wendi (Hoogland) Minderhoud ('98, '98), Whitney Joy, 1/27/02
Calen and Heather (Spoelstra) Moerman ('98, '99), Emma Nicole, 10/23/02
Josh and Shawn (Hoksbergen) Visser ('98, '98), Jacob Owen, 6/29/02
Matthew and Joy (Te Brake) De Jager (ex '99, '99), Taylor Christian, 7/1/02
Brent ('99) and Rochele De Ruyter, Grant Joseph, 7/29102
Scott and Faith (Baas, '99) Meyer, Joseph Miles, 7/24/02
Wade ('00) and Joslyn Hofland, Jackson Wade, 1112/01
Jeremy and Jennifer (Holm, ex '00) Jansen, Riley John, 7/25102
Joe and Heather (Te Grotenhuis, '00) Van Es, Elisabeth Maesa, 5/31/02
Ed and Janet (Velthuis, '00) Ymker, Jacob Benjamin, 11/27102
Trevor and Sara (Westra, '01) Kalsbeek, Brendan James, 9/18/02
Josh and Nicole (Suurdt) Van de Kraats ('0 I, '0 I), Owen Nathanael, 10/17/02
Jaron and Anne (Schelling) Vande Hoef ('02, '0 I), Aleksa Rose, 1/21/02

CORRESPONDENCE

You may wish to check out a website
called "culture is not optional" set up and run

to other interesting articles, ideas, and events;

by a group of Christians

service to put people in contact with helpful
services and with each other. Their stated
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serve while getting involved in their culture.
Learn more and join in the discussion by
logging on to their website at www.cultureis-

topics;

notoptional.com
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and a networking

website as the first step in an effort to help
Christians be concretely involved in their
culture.
The site offers articles on a variety of

goal is to help Christians

how you are doing and
life. Please fill out the

coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association,
Dordt College,
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 or e-mail voice@dordt.edu.

Name

Website hopes to get Christians
involved in their culture

CLIPPING

We at Dordt College are interested
in hearing
what kinds of events are happening
in your

unite, learn, and
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